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Welcome to St Martin’s
ATTENDANCE AT MASS – The obligation to attend Mass on Sunday is
still suspended. Fr Simon will continue to offer Mass privately for the
whole parish each day. He will endeavour to live stream Masses on
Tuesday at 9.30am, Thursday at 6.30pm and Sunday at 11.00am, via
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/StMartinsLuton/ Please note
that you do not need to have the Facebook App or an account in order to
view these videos, as our account is public. We now also have a YouTube
account. Search for ‘St Martin de Porres Catholic Church Luton’ and
subscribe to receive alerts for future videos of streamed Masses.
A BIG THANK YOU! – I would like to express my heartfelt
thanks to all of you who have contributed to the
offerings during the past 10 months. The pandemic and
subsequent lockdowns and restrictions on our church
and parish quickly started to have a vast, negative
impact on our parish finances.
However, your
continued generosity and use of new ways of giving has
ensured that what could have been a very dire
situation, with the effects lasting well into 2021, has
largely been averted. Although our Parish finances are
not what they would have been, the situation is much
more manageable than originally predicted and this is
all down to your incredible support. I appreciate that
this has been and continues to be an extremely difficult
time for all of us and I am extremely grateful for your
ongoing offerings to our parish.
Fr Simon
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES –
Tuesday 22nd December
9.30am
Thursday 24th December
6.00pm & 8.00pm
Friday 25th December
9.00am & 11.00am
Sunday 27th December
11.00am
So that our stewards can ensure public safety and compliance with
government guidelines, we are asking that you let us know if you are
planning to attend Mass on either Christmas Eve or Christmas Day and
how many people would be coming from your household. This is purely to
get an idea of numbers of that could attend so that our stewards can begin
to plan how they can arrange the seating in the church. Please email
Christmas.stmartindeporres@gmail.com by Friday 18th December.
Thank you.
SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK – Sea Sunday 2020 was moved from
its normal Sunday in July to 20th December this year due to the national
lockdown.
REPOSITORY – The repository will be open before and after all public
Masses for the sale of all devotional items. Please note that only four
people are allowed into the hall at any one time and social distancing and
COVID-19 secure measures should be followed. See Anne Mead to order
your 2021 St Paul’s Sunday Missal, you can contact her on 01582 508699
or 07484169533 at any time.
DIOCESAN COMMUNICATIONS – The Diocesan communications team
have taken the decision that the Diocesan newspaper, The Vine will no
longer be published. It was not a decision that was taken lightly. They, and
we, also pay tribute to Fr Paul Hardy who founded and edited The Vine for
the majority of its thirty-year history. The communications team will now
focus their resources on developing online communications. There are a
number of online communication channels where Diocesan news and
information will be shared:
Instagram : dioceseofNorthampton
Facebook: RC Diocese of Northampton
Twitter: @RCNorthampton
YouTube: Northampton Diocese
You can also sign up to a fortnightly e-newsletter using this link
www.northamptondiocese.org/signup
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Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete) – 13th December 2020
No Public Mass
11.00am

Mr & Mrs Uzoar (10th Wedding Anniversary) INT

Christopher Malone RIP

Monday – St John of the Cross
No Public Mass

Simon McDonagh INT

Tuesday – Feria
9.30am

Patrick Finn (Anniversary) RIP

Thursday – Feria –O Wisdom
6.30pm

Thanksgiving for the Mead Family INT

Friday – Feria – O Adonai
No Public Mass

Ethna Tuite RIP

Saturday – Feria – O Root of Jesse
1.00-2.00pm ADORATION
No Public Mass Richard Power INT
NEXT SUNDAY – 4th Sunday of Advent – O Key
11.00am Sunny Yadu, Prima D’Souza & Shirley Yadu (INT)
CAFOD:

WORLD GIFTS – World Gifts are a range of virtual charity gifts that
will delight the people you give them to and help transform the
lives of families living in poverty. Each World Gift is a real example
of CAFOD’s work. When you choose a gift, you support the area of
work that this gift represents. Visit www.cafod.org.uk/worldgifts.
CAN YOU HELP? – 2-bedroom flat or house URGENTLY needed to rent in
Lewsey / Hospital / Luton / Dunstable border areas. Please call Mary on
07908822665.
CHRISTMAS POSTERS – Please take a Christmas Poster to display in the
window of your home. Available from the porch or exit doorways.
CERTIFICATES – If your child had their First Holy Communion or
Confirmation this year, please ask a steward to get their certificate from
the Sacristy.
HELP & SUPPORT FOR WINDRUSH – If you came to the UK before the
end of 1988 and have struggled to prove your legal status in the UK and
have suffered losses the Windrush Help Team could be able to help. The
Windrush Help Team can help you apply for the Windrush Schemes and
help you confirm your legal status. Call the free helpline on 0800 678
1925 or visit gov.uk/WindrushHelpTeam

UPCOMING EVENTS!
KEEP WATCH –ADVENT RETREAT FOR YOUNG ADULTS (Age 18-35)
– Join Dom and Sarah each Tuesday evening at 8pm. As the retreat will
take place via Zoom, registration is essential. Email hello@nymo.org
CATHOLIC VOCATIONS PROJECT - Compass in Advent …preparing for
Christmas. Friday - 18th Dec 7-8pm for young adults aged 18-35.
Zoom link: email us on CompassInAdvent@gmail.com for the link and for
any other information. Facebook event: https://bit.ly/CompassInAdvent
The God Who Speaks – Our Liturgy of The Word – A series of 3 online
Zoom sessions exploring the upcoming Lectionary Readings and Seasons
of the Liturgical Year. Led by Mgr Kevin McGinnell & Alex Heath.
- Tuesday 19th January (7.30-8.30pm) – ‘He opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures’ (Lk24:45) The importance of God’s Word
for Christian identity & everyday living
- Tuesday 16th February (7.30-8.30pm) – ‘Many more began to believe
in him because of his Word’ (Jn4:41) John’s Gospel & The Season of
Lent
Please register in advance to secure a place. email: admin@nores.org.uk
or phone 01582 723312 (ext 1)

the Word of God
First Reading – Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11
I exult for joy in the Lord.
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor,
to bind up hearts that are broken;
to proclaim liberty to captives,
freedom to those in prison;
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.
‘I exult for joy in the Lord,
my soul rejoices in my God,
for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation,
he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity,
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath,
like a bride adorned in her jewels.
‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow,
as a garden makes seeds spring up,
so will the Lord make both integrity and praise
spring up in the sight of the nations.’
Responsorial ‘Psalm’ – Luke 1:46-50,53-54
MY SOUL GLORIFIES THE LORD.
Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
May you all be kept safe, spirit, soul and body, for the
coming of the Lord.
Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things
give thanks to God, because this is what God expects you
to do in Christ Jesus.
Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift of
prophecy with contempt; think before you do anything –
hold on to what is good and avoid every form of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfect and holy; and
may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, soul and
body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has
called you and he will not fail you.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Gospel – John 1:6-8,19-28
There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is
coming after me.
A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light.
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who

are you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite
openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are
you Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He
answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We
must take back an answer to those who sent us. What
have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as
Isaiah prophesied:
a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.’
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they
put this further question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if
you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the
prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there
stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is
coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’
This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan,
where John was baptising.

So who is coming? This Sunday's readings help to
answer that question. John the Baptist is asked about
the coming of the Messiah - is it him? He affirms his
role as ‘a witness to speak for the light’, by pointing to
the one who stands among the crowd unknown to
them who is coming after him. This idea is present in
the First Reading, where Isaiah proclaims what the
‘anointed one’ (‘Messiah’ in Hebrew) will do, and the
joy that this will bring. It is interesting that the Psalm
appointed for this Sunday is the Magnificat - Mary's
song of praise at the announcement that the Messiah
would be born of her - in which she sings of the works
of the coming Messiah. Paul then reminds us that we
are still waiting patiently: “God has called you, and he
will not fail you.” This is why, on this 'Gaudete' Sunday,
we as God's people rejoice in his care, made visible in
his promises, fulfilled in Jesus.
PARISH PRAYER:
Loving Father, “You so loved the world that you sent us your only
Son, that we might believe in him and have eternal life”. May we,
the parish of St Martin de Porres, encounter Jesus Christ anew this
day and live the good news with joy. Through the power of your
Holy Spirit, help us to “go out to the whole world and proclaim” our
faith with confidence. Give us the courage to witness to the ‘Joy of
the Gospel’ by our words and actions. Help us to become more
welcoming and missionary, so that you may be known and loved by
all people. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen

PARISH OFFICE: Reduced Operating Hours - Please do not
come to the office, call or email only.
Elaine Goodship: Parish Administrator
admin.stmartindeporres@northamptondiocese.org
Charlotte Seery: Parish Finances
finance.stmartindeporres@northamptondiocese.org
Maura Byers: Parish Safeguarding Representative
Tel: 07796712868

