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              T W E N T I E T H  S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  Y E A R      
 

Welcome to St Martin’s – 

Especially to Mgr Tony who will be 

celebrating Mass with us over the 

weekend! 

PLEASE NOTE –  Monday Mass time for this week 
only is at 6.30pm! 

ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING – will take place on 
Saturday 31st August at 2pm. All welcome. 

LUTON PASTORAL AREA 

ENROLMENT FOR THE SACRAMENTS FOR OUR 
YOUNG PEOPLE 2019/2020 

First Reconciliation [Confession]/ First Eucharist 
[Communion] : candidates must be in Year 3 or older 
Confirmation [candidates in Year 8 or older] 
Enrolment for these sacraments must be completed by 
Sunday 30 September 2019. 
After that date candidates will be asked to defer until 
the following year, ie 2020/2021. 
Individual parishes will publish their own timetables 
for the preparation programmes  

*FORMS FOR ENROLMENT AT ST MARTIN’S WILL BE 
AVAILABLE FROM SUNDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER AND MUST 
BE RETURNED BY SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER* 

 

The Word This Week 
When we consider the Christian life, we often think 
in positive terms: peace, light, joy, goodness, life. 
And yet, as the Scriptures remind us today, that 
Christian life must be lived in the midst of a world 
which is filled with more negative terms: division, 
distress, cruelty and death. The words of the Gospel 
may appear shocking to us: Jesus says that he 
comes to bring ‘division, not peace’, and this seems 
totally contrary to the message of the Gospel! And 
yet, Jesus is not announcing his desire, of course he 
wants peace, not division, but showing his 
understanding of the world in which we live. He is 
inviting us to weigh up the cost of the Kingdom, a 
cost he was willing to embrace: as the second 
reading tells us: ‘Jesus, for the sake of the joy which 
was still in the future, endured the cross’  Whatever 
weighs us down, let us endure and persevere, so 
that the fire of God’s love may blaze over the whole 
earth! 

SUNDAY 18TH AUGUST  2019 
Sat 6.30pm Sean McCary, RIP 

9:00am The People of the Parish 

11.00am Guiseppe Bravate, RIP (46th Anniversary) 

Monday – Feria  

6.30pm Cathy Breheny, RIP 

Tuesday – St Bernard  

9.30am Frank (Francis) Carlin, RIP 

Wednesday –  NO MASS 

Thursday –  The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

             6.30pm Cathy Breheny, RIP 

Friday – Feria  

            9.30am Theresa Dowd, RIP 

SATURDAY – CONFESSIONS 5.30PM – 6.00PM 

SATURDAY – MASS AT 6.30PM 

NEXT SUNDAY –  

TWENTY-FIRST  SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
    Sat 6:30pm John Little, RIP 

9:00am The People of the Parish 

11.00am Bernadette Simpson, RIP 

Lunch Club: *RESTARTS 13th September 
Charismatic Prayer Group: Friday 7.30pm in the Lady Chapel. 
Legion of Mary: Friday 7.30pm in the Hall. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

23-30TH AUGUST: DIOCESE OF NORTHAMPTON – 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes. See notice board for further 

details. 
21st SEPTEMBER, SATURDAY: 23RD ANNUAL PEACE 

WALK – see poster in porch for full details. 1.30PM-
5.00PM. 
7th OCTOBER: PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK – see poster in 
porch for full details. 
26TH OCTOBER: RETREAT AT OUR LADY’S LUTON – led 

by Fr Shyiu – Sehion UK Ministries, 2-5pm. Event open to 
all. 

 

6th OCTOBER, SUNDAY: ST MARTIN DE PORRES 
PARISH PARTICIPATION IN THE PRO LIFE 
PILGRIMAGE, WALSINGHAM – book your place on the 
coach leaving St Martin’s at 7.30am and leaving 
Walsingham at 5.00pm. £2.50 per person/£5 per family. 
SEE CHITO OR CHARLOTTE TO BOOK!   For full details 
and schedule for the day see the notice board in the 
Porch or Hall. 
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This Sunday’s Readings 
First Reading – Jeremiah 38:4-6,8-10  
'Do not let the prophet die' 

The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let 
Jeremiah be put to death: he is 
unquestionably disheartening the remaining 
soldiers in the city, and all the people too, by 
talking like this. The fellow does not have the 
welfare of this people at heart so much as its 
ruin.’ ‘He is in your hands as you know,’ King 
Zedekiah answered ‘for the king is powerless 
against you.’ So they took Jeremiah and threw 
him into the well of Prince Malchiah in the 
Court of the Guard, letting him down with 
ropes. There was no water in the well, only 
mud, and into the mud Jeremiah sank. Ebed-
melech came out from the palace and spoke 
to the king. ‘My lord king,’ he said ‘these men 
have done a wicked thing by treating the 
prophet Jeremiah like this: they have thrown 
him into the well, where he will die.’ At this 
the king gave Ebed-melech the Cushite the 
following order: ‘Take three men with you 
from here and pull the prophet Jeremiah out 
of the well before he dies.’ 

Responsorial Psalm – 39(40):2-4,18 

Lord, come to my aid! 

Second Reading – Hebrews 12:1-4  
We should keep running steadily in the race 
we have started. 

With so many witnesses in a great cloud on 
every side of us, we too, then, should throw 
off everything that hinders us, especially the 
sin that clings so easily, and keep running 
steadily in the race we have started. Let us 
not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in our 
faith and brings it to perfection: for the sake 
of the joy which was still in the future, he 
endured the cross, disregarding the 
shamefulness of it, and from now on has 
taken his place at the right of God’s throne. 
Think of the way he stood such opposition 
from sinners and then you will not give up 
for want of courage. In the fight against sin, 
you have not yet had to keep fighting to the 
point of death. 

 
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 

Gospel – Luke 12:49-53 
How I wish it were blazing already! 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to 
bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it 
were blazing already! There is a baptism I 
must still receive, and how great is my 
distress till it is over! 
  ‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring 
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division. For from now on a household of 
five will be divided: three against two and 
two against three; the father divided against 
the son, son against father, mother against 
daughter, daughter against mother, mother-
in-law against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-
law against mother-in-law.’ 

 
Thanks to our Offertory Counters: 
This Week: Team 1: Anne & John 
Next Week: Team 2: Abiola, Linda & Clara 

Thanks to our Church Cleaners: 
This Week: Team 3: Michael, Elizabeth & Benedicta 
Next Week: Team 4: Sunny, Clara, Charlotte & Paul 

Thanks to our Flower Arrangers:  
Anna, Bernadette & Jhay 

Useful Contact Details 
+ Charlotte Seery (Parish Secretary) 
+ Jenny Duffy (Parish Administrator & Hall Bookings) 
      admin@stmartindeporreschurch.org.uk 
      Mon 9.00-3.00pm, Weds & Thurs 9.15-2.15pm. 
+ Maura Byers (Parish Safeguarding Representative) 
      07796712868 

Thank you for your offerings –  
Sunday 11th August - £985.31
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