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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
ST MARTIN DE PORRES CHRISTMAS RAFFLE –
outstanding tickets are:
4th – ticket 0065, 7th – ticket 1733
12th – ticket 1601, 24th – ticket 0889
30th – ticket 1792.
Any prizes not claimed by Wednesday 16th January
will be passed on to the Friday Lunch Club.
Thank you to everyone who donated prizes, bought
tickets and helped support the raffle for 2018!
PLEASE NOTE – next Thursday and Friday NO MASS,
there will be a service of Word & Communion.
NEXT SUNDAY’S SECOND COLLECTION – will be for
Pax Christi, our national Catholic movement for peace.
Envelopes are available on the table in the porch.
FRIDAY CLUB CHRISTMAS DINNER AND RAFFLE –
takes place on the 18th January, if you would like to
donate raffle prices please leave in the sacristy or
contact Charlotte on 07883848269. Thank you.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019 – parents meeting
at 6pm on Monday 14 January.

SUNDAY 13TH JANUARY 2019
Sat 6:30pm

Michael O’Donoghue, RIP

9:00am

Patrick Devlin, RIP

11.00am

People of the Parish

Monday – Feria
9.30am

Souls in Purgatory

Tuesday – Feria
9.30am

Bernie Buckley, RIP

Wednesday – NO MASS
Thursday – St Anthony
6.30pm

SERVICE OF WORD & COMMUNION

Friday – Feria
9.30am

SERVICE OF WORD & COMMUNION

SATURDAY – CONFESSIONS 5.30PM – 6.00PM
SATURDAY – MASS AT 6.30PM

NEXT SUNDAY – 2ND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
Sat 6:30pm
9:00am

Gerard & Anna Culliname, INT
Maureen Bourbon, RIP

CONFIRMATION 2019 – parents meeting will be on
Thursday 31st January at 7.15pm. A donation of
£30 is requested which includes the cost of the
course book and the Blaze retreat day in Milton
Keynes on the 23rd March.

11.00am People of the Parish
Lunch Club: Friday 11.30am onwards.
Charismatic Prayer Group: Friday 7.30pm in the Lady Chapel.
Christian Life: Friday 7.00pm in the Hall.
Legion of Mary: Friday 7.30pm in the Hall.

ST MARTIN’S AFRICAN COMMUNITY – next
meeting will be held in the Church Hall on the
27th January after 11am Mass Cafe’ at 12:45pm.

The Word This Week

THE LEAGRAVE BRANCH OF COMHALTAS – are
hosting their Annual New Year session on Sunday
27 January from 3.00pm at St Joseph's Parish
Centre, Luton. All musicians, singers, dancers and
anyone who enjoys listening to music are welcome!
CATHOLIC BASICS COURSE JANUARY 31 2019 –
want to know more about your Faith? Join us for a
basic introduction to the Catholic Faith in four parts:
GOD, THE CHURCH, THE MORAL LIFE, PRAYER.
NORES Centre, Holy Ghost Parish, Luton. To book,
contact admin@nores.org.uk or phone Jackie
on 01582 723312.
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY! The Diocese is the first
for the Dowry Tour of Our Lady of Walsingham in
2019! Thursday 7th February to Saturday 9th
February in the Cathedral Church of Our Lady & St
Thomas. Further details to follow.

It may seem strange, but this is a Christmas Feast. Not if
we think of Christmas only in terms of the Baby in
Bethlehem, but if we have followed the ideas of the Feasts
of Holy Family and especially Epiphany, and have seen the
Season in terms of the growing manifestation or appearing
of the Son of God: first to the shepherds and then to the
wise men from the East. Now in the River Jordan, Jesus,
Son of Mary, is revealed to all as the fullness of all Gods
promises: “This is my Son, the Beloved”. On this day we
stand before the revelation of Gods love for us, such that
he would send his only Son into the world. Christmas
without the Baptism of the Lord, and the words that are
spoken from heaven, would be incomplete, since it is only
in them that we fully see the wonder of what happened in
Bethlehem, that we fully understand the reason for the joy
with which we celebrated Christmas Day. As we come to
the end of Christmas today, and look forward to hearing
the Gospel in Ordinary Time, we do so having been shown
who it is we listen to: the only Son of God, the Beloved.

This Sunday’s Readings
First Reading – Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all
mankind shall see it.
‘Console my people, console them’
says your God.
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her
that her time of service is ended,
that her sin is atoned for,
that she has received from the hand of the Lord
double punishment for all her crimes.’
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness
a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low.
Let every cliff become a plain,
and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
and all mankind shall see it;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
Go up on a high mountain,
joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice,
joyful messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear,
say to the towns of Judah,
‘Here is your God.’
Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him,
his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother ewes.
Responsorial Psalm – 103(104):1-4,24-25,27
Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you
are.
Second Reading – Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7
He saved us by means of the cleansing water of
rebirth.
God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made
salvation possible for the whole human race and
taught us that what we have to do is to give up
everything that does not lead to God, and all our
worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained
and live good and religious lives here in this
present world, while we are waiting in hope for
the blessing which will come with the Appearing
of the glory of our great God and saviour Christ
Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to set

us free from all wickedness and to purify a people
so that it could be his very own and would have
no ambition except to do good.
But when the kindness and love of God our
saviour for mankind were revealed, it was not
because he was concerned with any righteous
actions we might have done ourselves; it was for
no reason except his own compassion that he
saved us, by means of the cleansing water of
rebirth and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit
which he has so generously poured over us
through Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this so
that we should be justified by his grace, to
become heirs looking forward to inheriting
eternal life.
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA!
Someone is coming, said John, someone greater than I.
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA!
Gospel – Luke 3:15-16,21-22
'Someone is coming who will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire'
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the
people, who were beginning to think that John
might be the Christ, so John declared before
them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone
is coming, someone who is more powerful than I
am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. Now when all the people had been
baptised and while Jesus after his own baptism
was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy
Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are
my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’
Thanks to our Offertory Counters
This Week: Team 1: Anne & John
Next Week: Team 2: Abiola & Linda
Thanks to our Church Cleaners
This Week: Team 3; Michael, Elizabeth & Benedicta
Next Week: Team 4: Sunny, Clara, Charlotte & Paul
Thanks to our Sunday Café Helpers
This Week: Maureen/Mandy & Anne/Maureen
Next Week: Charlotee/Siobhan & Rose and Kenya Community
Thanks to our Flower Arrangers
Anna, Bernadette & Jhay
Useful Contact Details
+ Charlotte Seery (Parish Secretary)
+ Jenny Duffy (Parish Administrator & Hall Bookings)

admin@stmartindeporreschurch.org.uk
phone 01582 663706
Monday – Thursday 9.15-1.15pm.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERINGS
Sunday 30th December – £ 864.31
Sunday 6th January – £1030.83
STANDING ORDERS – OCT-DEC – £1027

