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Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Happy Christmas one and all!
That line reminds me of the conclusion of one of
my favourite books, ‘A Christmas Carol’ by
Charles Dickens, where dear old Scrooge sees
how he’s misunderstood what life is all about; to
bring joy to everyone he meets. The celebration
of this season of joy continues until The Baptism
of the Lord on Sunday 13th January, so let’s keep
celebrating.
Thank you so much to everyone who served our
parish community over this Christmas, both in
the preparation of the Church and in the
celebration of the liturgy. Our celebrations so far
have been truly beautiful.
My sincere gratitude for the many cards,
thoughtful gifts and very generous Christmas
offering that I have received. Your kindness is
gratefully appreciated.
With every blessing for 2019,

Fr Simon
PASTORAL LETTER FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF THE HOLY
FAMILY – copies available from the porch.
CHRISTMAS EDITIONS OF THE UNIVERSE £3.00 and
THE CATHOLIC HERALD £3.00 – also available from the
porch. (Double Issue.)
TUESDAY 1ST JANUARY 2019 AT 4.30PM – New Year
Tamil Mass followed by 10 minutes Adoration. Mass
presentation Rev.Fr. Elmo (Head of Tamils chaplaincy
UK) after the mass dinner will be provided, all are
invited.
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP – first meeting takes
place on Saturday 5th Jan, 2-4pm. For further
information, contact Charlotte Seery at the parish office
on 01582 663706.
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY! The Diocese is the first for
the Dowry Tour of Our Lady of Walsingham in 2019!
Thursday 7th February to Saturday 9th February 2019 in
the Cathedral Church of Our Lady & St Thomas. Further
details to follow.
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SUNDAY 30TH DECEMBER 2018
Sat 6:30pm
9:00am
11.00am

Catherine & Patrick Browne, RIP
Molly & Joe McIntyre, RIP
People of the Parish

Monday – Seventh Day of the Christmas Octave
9.30am Jean Devine, RIP
Tuesday – Mary, Mother of God
9.30am Helen Hogan, RIP
Wednesday – NO MASS
Thursday – The Most Holy Name of Jesus
6.30pm John Joseph Morris, RIP
Friday – Feria
9.30am

Patrick Gaughan, RIP

SATURDAY – CONFESSIONS 5.30PM – 6.00PM
SATURDAY – MASS AT 6.30PM

NEXT SUNDAY –
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Sat 6:30pm
9:00am

Jean Devine, RIP
Patrick & Thomas Kelly, RIP

11.00am People of the Parish
Charismatic Prayer Group: Back on Friday 11th Jan.
Legion of Mary: Back on Friday 11th Jan.
Friday Lunch Club: Back on 18th Jan.

because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.

This Sunday’s Readings
First Reading – Samuel 1:20-22,24-28
Samuel is made over to the Lord for the whole of his
life.
Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and called
him Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘I asked the Lord for him.’
When a year had gone by, the husband Elkanah
went up again with all his family to offer the annual
sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his vow. Hannah,
however, did not go up, having said to her husband,
‘Not before the child is weaned. Then I will bring him
and present him before the Lord and he shall stay
there for ever.’
When she had weaned him, she took him up with
her together with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of
flour and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the
temple of the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was with
them. They slaughtered the bull and the child’s
mother came to Eli. She said, ‘If you please, my lord.
As you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here
beside you, praying to the Lord. This is the child I
prayed for, and the Lord granted me what I asked
him. Now I make him over to the Lord for the whole
of his life. He is made over to the Lord.’
Responsorial Psalm – 127(128):1-5
They are happy who dwell in your house, O Lord.
Second Reading – John 3:1-2,21-24
We are called God's children, and that is what we are.
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us,
by letting us be called God’s children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children of God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been
revealed;
all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is.
My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him,
we shall receive,

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son.
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA!
Gospel – Luke 2:41-52
Jesus is found by his parents sitting among the doctors.
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem
for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years
old, they went up for the feast as usual. When they were
on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it.
They assumed he was with the caravan, and it was only
after a day’s journey that they went to look for him
among their relations and acquaintances. When they
failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking
for him everywhere.
Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting
among the doctors, listening to them, and asking them
questions; and all those who heard him were astounded
at his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome
when they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My
child, why have, you done this to us? See how worried
your father and I have been, looking for you.’
‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you
not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’
But they did not understand what he meant.
He then went down with them and came to Nazareth
and lived under their authority.
His mother stored up all these things in her heart. And
Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with
God and men.
Thanks to our Offertory Counters
This Week: Team 5: Charlotte & Roy
Next Week: Team 6: Anne & Diane
Thanks to our Church Cleaners
This Week: Team 1: Betty, Anne, Mary & Anne-Marie
Next Week: Team 2: Charismatic Prayer Group
Thanks to our Sunday Café Helpers
This Week: Maureen to co-ordinate
Next Week: See new rota
Thanks to our Flower Arrangers
Anna, Bernadette & Jhay
Useful Contact Details
+ Charlotte Seery (Parish Secretary)
+ Jenny Duffy (Parish Administrator & Hall Bookings)

admin@stmartindeporreschurch.org.uk
phone 01582 663706, note office open on:

Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd Jan 9.15-1.15pm

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERINGS

Sunday 23rd December – TBC

