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Fifth Sunday of Lent
Easter is 2 weeks away. We enter the
most solemn time in the Church’s
year as we prepare to celebrate the
Paschal Mystery of Jesus’s passion,
death and resurrection.
NEXT SUNDAY IS PALM SUNDAY - all Masses will begin
outside (or in the hall if wet) to re-enact the triumphal entry
of Jesus into Jerusalem – when the people waved palm
branches and sang ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’.
EASTER FLOWERS COLLECTION - This Sunday, the second
collection is for flowers for our Easter celebrations.
HYMN BOOK APPEAL – Thanks for a strong response.
There a few more envelopes available in the porch. Please
return the completed envelopes to Fr Michael via the
sacristy or through the letterbox of the presbytery.
REQUIESCANT IN PACE - We pray for John Collins RIP –
John died on Monday 5th March. His funeral will be on
Wednesday 28th March at 2pm.
LENTEN STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Our final Friday evening Stations will be led by YFC.
CHURCH CLEANING – on Wednesday 28th March after
morning Mass, we will give the Church a clean ready for
Easter.
(NB: there will be a funeral at 2pm that day, so
general cleaning will need to finish by 1pm.)
VOCATIONS WEEKEND - A Vocations Weekend is planned
for Friday 13th – Sunday 15th April at Northampton
Cathedral for men thinking of a possible priestly vocation.
For more details, please contact Canon Mark Floody on
01604 714556 or frmark@northamptoncathedral.org or Fr
Andy
Richardson
on
01628 605764
or
frandyrichardson@gmail.com
NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING COURSE DATES –Sat 21st
April & Sat 26th May. 3.00 – 5.30pm.
HOLY WEEK POSTERS - available in the porch.
CONFIRMATION – the next session is this Thursday 22nd
March from 6:45pm – 8:30pm.
NEXT FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES – Friday 23rd
March, 5:30pm (Group 1) and Saturday 24th March, 11am
(Group 2).

SUNDAY 18th MARCH 2018
Sat 6:30pm Jack Healy, Ints.
9:00am The People of the Parish
11:00am Patrick McDonnell, RIP
4:00pm Stations of the Cross
Monday – ST JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF THE B.V.M.
9:00am Gerry Carragher, RIP
Tuesday – Weekday of Lent
10.00am Requiem: Joseph Quarrie
Wednesday – Weekday of Lent
6:30pm Reception of Bridget Bell, RIP
(Nancy Wilson, RIP)
NO ADORATION/CONFESSIONS THIS WEDNESDAY

Thursday – Weekday of Lent
10.00am Requiem: Bridget Bell
Friday – Weekday of Lent
9:00am Flory Fernandes, RIP
6:30pm Stations of the Cross
Saturday – Weekday of Lent
11:30am Rosary
12:00pm Mass –Legion of Mary (ACIES)
Next Sunday – PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
Sat 6:30pm Michael Walsh, RIP
9:00am Patrick Kelly, RIP
11:00am The People of the Parish
4:00pm Stations of the Cross
Charismatic Prayer Group: Friday 7:30pm in the Lady Chapel.
Legion of Mary: Friday 7:30pm in the Hall.
Lunch Club: Fridays 11:30am onwards.

Please Take A Leaflet With The Times
Of All The Services In Holy Week.
HOLY WEEK RECONCILIATION SERVICE:
7.00pm Taking place at St Martin’s: Reconciliation
Service with all the priests of Luton available for
Confessions.

GOOD FRIDAY: WALK OF WITNESS 11.00am:
Starting at Dominic Square, then to St. Martins for 12
noon, followed by Hot Cross Buns in the Hall. Parishioners
are invited to accompany the cross to Dominic Square,
departing together from the Church at 10:30am.

Gospel – John 12:20-33
If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich
harvest.

This Sunday’s Readings
First Reading - Jeremiah 31:31-34
I will make a new covenant and never call their sin to mind.
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when
I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel (and
the House of Judah), but not a covenant like the one I made
with their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that
covenant of mine, so I had to show them who was master. It
is the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make
with the House of Israel when those days arrive – it is the
Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law,
writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they
shall be my people. There will be no further need for
neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or brother to say to
brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, they will all know me,
the least no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who
speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity and never call
their sin to mind.
Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-15
A PURE HEART CREATE FOR ME, O GOD.
Second Reading – Hebrews 5:7-9
He learnt to obey and became for all the source of eternal
salvation.
During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and
entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had the
power to save him out of death, and he submitted so
humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he
learnt to obey through suffering; but having been made
perfect, he became for all who obey him the source of
eternal salvation.
Gospel Acclamation
GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO MUCH THAT HE GAVE HIS
ONLY SON; EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM HAS
ETERNAL LIFE.

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were
some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we
should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and
Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied
to them:
‘Now the hour has come
for the Son of Man to be glorified.
I tell you, most solemnly,
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies,
it remains only a single grain;
but if it dies,
it yields a rich harvest.
Anyone who loves his life loses it;
anyone who hates his life in this world
will keep it for the eternal life.
If a man serves me, he must follow me,
wherever I am, my servant will be there too.
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.
Now my soul is troubled.
What shall I say:
Father, save me from this hour?
But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour.
Father, glorify your name!’
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will
glorify it again.’ People standing by, who heard this, said it
was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking
to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this
voice came, but for yours.
‘Now sentence is being passed on this world;
now the prince of this world is to be overthrown.
And when I am lifted up from the earth,
I shall draw all men to myself.’
By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die.
Thanks to our Offertory Counters
This Week: Team 1: Anne Mead & John
Next Week: Team 2: Abiola, Linda & Clare
Thanks to our Church Cleaners
This Week: Team 5: Margaret, Mary & Linda
Next Week: Team 1: Sheila, Betty, Anne Power & Mary
Useful Contact Details
+ Charlotte Seery (Parish Secretary)
secretary@stmartindeporreschurch.org.uk
+ Jenny Duffy (Parish Administrator)
admin@stmartindeporreschurch.org.uk
Monday-Thursday 9.15-1.15
+ Parish Hall Bookings: Contact Maura on 01582 724623
between 6pm-8pm.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERINGS
Collection: Sunday 11th March – £1103.79

